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implies no less; and the motto "thou shalt want ere I want"
is not so peculiar to the highlands of Scotia that it might not
have been with fully equal propriety blazoned on many an
escutcheon in the highlands of Nejed. But so long as their
feuds and forays, wars and plunder, were bounded by the
ranges of foweyk, there was little to gain or lose; the poor
pillaged the poor, and the beggar, to permit ourselves a vulgar
allusion, sued the beggar. But now, under the powerful
dynasty of the Ebn-Sa'oods, the case has changed. War
became henceforth methodical, and in consequence success-
ful ; better still, it is directed, not against their needy fellow-
Nejdeans, but against the wealthy coast of Hasa, the traders
and the pearl-fishers of 'Oman, or to bring home the spoils of
Mecca and Medinah, of Meshid-Hoseyn and Zobeyr. War is
a lottery, and a lottery has more attractions than the plough
and the spade; but war attended by such circumstances, and
presenting all the excitement of fanaticism, novelty, and rapa-
city, could not fail to engross the public mind, while it supplied
the public wants. From the first campaigns of Sa'ood-ebn-
Sa'ood down to our own time, every man of 'Aared and her
sister provinces looks on the sword as a foremost means of
private and household subsistence no less than of public revenue
and state acquirement; and hence the whole current of Wah
habee being sets in a direction the very reverse of commerce,
and not over favourable to agriculture.

But I had almost forgotten that all this time we are walking
about the capital or strolling in its gardens; the noonday sun
is hot, and probably my companions are tired, and would like
to return home, there to make a quiet meal off our dates and
onions, and wash it down with three cups of coffee, such as,
alas 1 my reader is little'likely to enjoy from Paris to StambouL
We will now accordingly rest awhile, and after a short repose
resume our interrupted tale, and amid the incidents of medical
and professional life pourtray to the best of our abilities what
yet remains for delineation of Ri'ad and of its inhabitants.